
Population Density (persons per square mile)

Year of 
Formation

Land Area, 
2000           (sq

mi) 1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2003 2004
State of Washington 1889 66,544.1 7.78 17.15 20.38 23.48 26.08 35.73 42.85 47.21 62.06 73.09 88.58 91.64 92.69
Adams County 1883 1,925.0 2.51 5.67 5.00 4.01 3.23 3.42 5.16 6.24 6.89 7.07 8.53 8.62 8.68
Asotin County 1883 635.3 5.29 9.17 10.28 12.79 13.15 17.11 20.30 21.70 26.46 27.69 32.35 32.42 32.58
Benton County 1905 1,703.1 - 4.66 6.40 6.43 7.08 30.16 36.45 39.66 64.26 66.09 83.66 89.01 91.07
Chelan County 1899 2,921.4 1.35 5.17 7.16 10.83 11.78 13.45 13.95 14.15 15.42 17.88 22.80 23.24 23.41
Clallam County /3 1854 1,739.5 3.21 3.87 6.51 11.72 12.52 15.12 17.20 19.92 29.59 32.20 36.90 37.54 37.89
Clark County /1 1849 628.2 21.37 41.59 52.25 64.21 79.39 135.86 149.40 204.58 306.14 379.13 549.55 592.63 610.13
Columbia County 1875 868.8 8.20 8.11 7.01 6.13 6.39 5.59 5.26 5.11 4.67 4.63 4.68 4.72 4.72
Cowlitz County 1854 1,138.6 6.92 11.03 10.35 28.02 35.26 46.87 50.76 60.26 69.86 72.12 81.63 83.34 83.70
Douglas County 1883 1,820.5 1.10 5.07 5.16 4.15 4.75 5.94 8.18 9.22 12.16 14.39 17.91 18.46 18.79
Ferry County 1899 2,204.0 2.07 2.18 2.33 1.95 2.13 1.86 1.76 1.66 2.64 2.86 3.29 3.31 3.31
Franklin County 1883 1,242.4 0.39 4.15 4.73 4.94 5.08 10.92 18.79 20.78 28.20 30.17 39.72 43.14 45.88
Garfield County 1881 710.5 5.51 5.91 5.45 5.15 4.76 4.51 4.19 4.10 3.47 3.16 3.37 3.38 3.38
Grant County 1909 2,681.1 - 3.25 2.90 2.12 5.48 9.10 17.37 15.65 18.13 20.47 27.86 28.76 29.20
Grays Harbor County 1854 1,916.9 7.89 18.56 23.34 31.28 27.73 27.98 28.41 31.06 34.59 33.47 35.05 35.89 36.10
Island County 1853 208.4 8.96 22.55 26.31 25.74 29.23 53.11 94.14 129.49 211.16 288.57 343.31 355.03 358.87
Jefferson County /3 1852 1,814.2 3.16 4.61 3.63 4.61 4.93 6.42 5.33 5.89 8.83 11.28 14.50 14.72 14.88
King County 1852 2,126.0 51.76 133.88 183.09 218.01 237.51 344.76 439.78 544.02 597.29 708.95 817.03 836.91 841.14
Kitsap County 1857 396.0 17.09 44.56 83.74 77.72 112.09 191.22 212.57 256.90 371.60 479.12 585.82 598.52 604.84
Kittitas County 1883 2,297.2 4.23 8.08 7.72 7.90 8.81 9.68 8.91 10.90 10.83 11.64 14.52 15.32 15.58
Klickitat County 1859 1,872.4 2.88 5.44 4.95 5.25 6.07 6.43 7.19 6.48 8.45 8.87 10.23 10.31 10.31
Lewis County 1845 2,407.6 6.29 13.34 15.30 16.63 17.19 18.17 17.38 18.88 23.27 24.65 28.49 29.24 29.36
Lincoln County 1883 2,311.2 5.18 7.59 6.55 5.14 4.92 4.75 4.72 4.14 4.16 3.84 4.41 4.37 4.41
Mason County 1854 961.1 3.96 5.36 5.12 10.47 12.07 15.63 16.91 21.76 32.45 39.89 51.41 52.23 52.86
Okanogan County 1888 5,268.1 0.89 2.45 3.24 3.52 4.66 5.53 4.84 4.91 5.82 6.33 7.51 7.52 7.52
Pacific County 1851 933.0 6.14 12.86 15.28 15.36 16.34 16.99 15.06 16.21 17.69 19.37 22.49 22.40 22.51
Pend Oreille County 1911 1,400.3 - - 4.54 5.11 5.11 5.29 4.94 4.30 6.13 6.37 8.38 8.43 8.50
Pierce County 1852 1,678.9 33.13 72.11 86.02 97.79 108.67 164.65 191.94 245.32 289.86 349.87 417.42 437.01 443.14
San Juan County 1873 174.9 16.74 20.60 20.61 17.71 18.05 18.55 16.42 22.05 44.81 57.38 80.48 84.61 86.32
Skagit County 1883 1,735.1 8.22 16.85 19.23 20.25 21.70 24.94 29.59 30.19 36.96 45.84 59.35 61.49 62.70
Skamania County 1854 1,656.4 1.02 1.74 1.42 1.75 2.80 2.89 3.14 3.53 4.78 5.00 5.96 5.98 6.10
Snohomish County 1861 2,089.1 11.46 28.33 32.38 37.73 42.46 53.38 82.38 126.90 161.57 222.77 290.09 305.16 308.66
Spokane County /2 1879 1,763.6 32.62 79.04 80.10 85.31 93.35 125.62 157.80 162.99 193.81 204.86 236.98 243.02 244.95
Stevens County 1863 2,478.3 2.72 6.52 8.72 7.48 7.78 7.50 7.22 7.02 11.69 12.49 16.17 16.38 16.42
Thurston County 1852 727.0 13.65 24.18 30.76 43.12 51.28 61.73 75.71 105.75 170.90 221.75 285.21 295.45 300.54
Wahkiakum County 1854 264.2 10.67 12.43 13.14 14.61 16.22 14.51 12.96 13.59 14.50 12.59 14.47 14.38 14.38
Walla Walla County 1854 1,270.5 14.70 25.13 21.68 22.39 24.04 31.59 33.21 33.20 37.34 38.13 43.43 43.92 44.63
Whatcom County 1854 2,119.5 11.37 23.35 23.87 27.89 28.47 31.48 33.17 38.65 50.33 60.27 78.71 82.33 83.65
Whitman County 1871 2,159.4 11.74 15.41 14.51 12.97 12.61 15.04 14.48 17.55 18.57 17.96 18.87 18.99 19.31
Yakima County 1865 4,296.2 2.38 9.71 14.83 18.02 23.05 31.59 33.78 33.80 40.15 43.95 51.81 52.60 52.95

Notes:

1/ Clark County was originally created as Vancouver District in 1845.  However, the first board of county government was organized in 1850 after the 1849 Oregon Territorial legislature changed the name to Clark from Vancouver.
2/ The date of formation for Spokane County is the date when it regained separate county status after having been merged with Stevens County.
3/ Population density values for Clallam and Jefferson counties for 2000 have been revised to reflect adjustments made in the U.S. Census 2000 populations for those counties.

Land area for counties derived from U.S. Census Bureau: Land Area, Population, and Density for States and Counties: 1990 [www.census.gov/population/censusdata/90den_stco.txt] for 1900-1990. From 2000 on, county land areas from the U.S. 
Census Bureau 2000 Census Gazeteer [www.census.gov/geo/www/gazetteer/places2k.html]. 
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